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Conference Title: 43rd AMATYC Conference
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Conference Description

The 43rd annual AMATYC conference offered various presentations and seminars that
provided access to new research and instructional methods utilized by instructors at
colleges throughout the country.

Summary — One Full Page: Please describe the benefits to Student Success & Equity that you
gained by participating in this event. How will you disseminate/share this information with your
SAC colleagues?

During Thursday's opening session, titled "Is It 1957 or 2017," Scott Adamson presented
on similarities and differences between teaching in 1957 vs. teaching in 2017. This
session validated what the mathematics department at Santa Ana College continues to
work on, active learning and student engagement. Through the various images presented
by Mr. Adamson, we saw that students in 1957 were mostly passive learners, while the
"sage on stage" imparted knowledge via lecture. In 2017, many classrooms utilize the
same model used in 1957, but progressive instructors (such as many instructors at Santa
Ana College) utilize group work, flipped classrooms, and peer teaching to create active,
engaged learners.

As a fellow in the 13th cohort of the Project ACCCESS, | spent a significant amount of
the conference with my cohort, and heard presentations on utilizing technology in the
classroom (such as Kahoot, Screencast-O-Matic, Office Mix, and TeachAid), as well as
on using OER materials in the classroom. More specifically, | spent some time talking
with instructors using OER at Portland Community College to exchange ideas and
resources. | also Presented a poster during the poster session titled "Flipping Your
Classroom using OER Materials". Many instructors were interested in the resources and
methods Santa Ana College is using to flip a classroom using purely Open Educational
Resources.

One of the more interesting sessions | saw at AMATYC was on using social justice data
in Statistics classrooms. While many Statistics instructors use data from their class
(number of siblings, age, height, etc.) some colleges are beginning to look at data that
examines social justice issues (such as police shootings, traffic stops, etc.). The
instructors provided resources to find data, as well as how to be sensitive while talking
about issues such as police shootings or traffic stops.

| came back from AMATYC with quite a few ideas to implement in my classroom. While |
may not implement all the ideas, | plan on implementing a couple of the ideas in my class
next semester (such as the use of technology in class).
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